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NAME  ANI    OBJECT. 

1.  The  name  of  the   Society  shall  be   "The   Nova   Scotian 

Institute  of  Natural  Science." 

2.  The  objoct  of   the  Institute   shall  be  the  promotion  of 

scientific  research. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

^ 


3.  The  Institute  shall  consist  of  Ordinary,  Associate,  and 
Corresponding  Members. 

4.  All  persons,  whatever  may  be  their  place  of  residence,  shall 
be  eligible  for  Ordinary  membership. 

5.  All  persons  who  reside  at  a  distance  of  more  than  ton  miles 
from  the  City  of  Halifax  shall  be  eligible  for  Associate  member- 
ship. No  persons  who  reside  within  that  limit  shall  be  Associate 
Members. 

6.  All  persons  who  reside  outside  of  Nova  Scotia  shall  be 
eligible  for  Corresponding  membership.  No  persons  resident  in 
Nova  Scotia  shall  be  Corresponding  Members,  except  by  special 
permission  of  the  Council. 

ADMISSION  OF  MEMBERS. 

7.  Every  candidate  for  admission  as  a  member  shall  be  pro- 
posed and  recommended  by  two  or  more  members,  who  shall  at 
an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Institute  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Recording  Secretary  a  paper  signed  by  themselves,  specifying 
the  full  name  and  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  such  candidate. 
Candidates  thus  proposed  shall  be  balloted  for  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council. 


t  LAWS  OF  THE 

8.  Every  person  chosen  as  a  member  shall  have  immediate 
notice  of  his  election  given  him  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
who  shall  als'^  send  him  a  copy  of  these  laws. 

9.  No  member  elect  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  of  membership 
until  he  shall  have  paid  his  first  annual  subscription,  except  by 
special  permission  of  Council. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  MEMBERS. 

10.  An  ordinary  member  shall  have  the  following  privileges, 
viz. :  (1)  that  of  reading  scientific  papers  at  the  ordinary  meet- 
ings of  the  Institute,  (subject  to  the  regulations  of  §§  62-64); 
(2)  that  of  speaking  and  voting  on  all  matters  that  may  be 
brought  for  decision  before  all  meetings  of  the  Institute;  (3) 
that  of  bearing  any  office  in  the  Institute  to  which  he  may  be 
elected ;  (4)  that  of  receiving,  gratis,  (subject  to  the  regula- 
tion of  §  18)  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  Institute's  Transactions 
as  may  be  published  subsequently  to  his  admission ;  and  (5)  that 
of  using  the  Institute's  Library  and  Museum. 

11.  Associate  and  Corresponding  Members  shall  have  the  fol- 
lowing privileges,  viz. :  (1)  that  of  reading  and  discussing 
scientific  papers  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Institute,  (sub- 
ject to  the  regulation  of  §§  52-54) ;  (2)  that  of  receiving  gratis, 
(subject  to  the  regulation  of  §  18),  one  copy  each  of  such 
parts  of  the  Institute's  Transactions  as  may  be  published  subse- 
quently to  their  admission  ;  and  (3)  that  of  using  the  Institute's 
Library  and  Museum. 
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PAYMENTS   BY   MEMBERS. 

12.  Every  Ordinary  Member  shall  pay  to  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary either  an  annual  subscription  of  Two  Dollars,  or  one  fee  of 
Twenty  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  such  annual  subscriptions. 

13.  Every  Associate  Member  shall  pay  to  the  Recording 
Secretary  either  an  annual  subscription  of  One  Dollar,  or  one 
fee  of  Ten  Dollars  in  lieu  of  all  such  annual  subscriptions. 

14.  An  Associate  Member  may  at  any  time  become  an  Ordi- 
nary Member  by  undertaking  to  pay  the  fees  of  an  Ordinary 
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Member,  and  in  the  event  of  his  having  paid  the  life  composition 
fee  of  an  Associate  Member,  the  payment  of  an  additional  foe  of 
Ten  Dollars  shall  exempt  him  from  the  payment  of  annual  sub- 
scriptions. 

15.  Corresponding  Members  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  fees. 

16.  The  annual  subscriptions  shall  be  payable  in  advance 
and  shall  bo  due  at  the  date  of  the  Annual  Business  Meeting, 

17.  Members  who  fail  to  pay  their  annual  subscriptions  for 
two  successive  years,  due  application  having  been  made  to  them 
by  the  Recording  Secretary,  shall  be  reported  to  the  Council, 
and  if  the  Council  sea  fit,  they  shall  be  declared  from  that 
period  to  be  no  longer  members.  Such  members  shall  not  be 
eligible  for  re-election  whilst  arrears  due  at  the  time  of  their 
removal  remain  unpaid. 

18.  No  member  who  is  in  arrears  in  the  payment  of  his 
annual  subscription  shall  receive  the  Transactions  gratis. 

PATRON. 

19.  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia  for  the  time  being  shall  be  requested  to  become  the 
Patron  of  the  Institute. 

OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL. 

20,  The  officers  of  the  Institute  shall  be  a  President,  two 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Re- 
cording Secretary,  and  a  Curator  of  the  Museum  and  Library. 

21.  The  affairs  of  the  Institute  shall  be  managed  by  a  Council 
composed  of  the  officers  of  the  Institute,  together  with  seven 
members  without  office. 

22.  The  officers  and  other  members  of  Council  shall  be  elected 
annually,  at  the  Annual  Business  Meeting.  The  election  shall 
be  by  ballot,  unless  the  meeting  by  a  unanimous  vote  choose 
some  other  mode. 

23.  A  retiring  member  of  Council  shall  be  re-eligible ;  but  no 
member  shall  hold  the  office  of  President  for  more  than  three 
years  in  succession. 


LAWS  OF  THE 


24.  Any  casual  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Council  may  bo  fill«d 
up  by  tho  Council. 

25.  The  duties  of  tho  officers  and  other  members  of  Council 
shall  terminate  at  the  conclusion  of  tho  Annual  Business  Meeting. 
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DUTIES  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL. 
A.  —  7'Ae  Presiiient  ami  Vict- Prat Jenis, 

26.  The  President  shall  act  as  Chairman  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Institute  or  of  the  Council  at  which  he  may  bo  present,  and 
shall  discharge  such  other  duties  as  are  laid  upon  him  by  these 
Laws. 

27.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
shall  discharge  the  functions  of  the  President. 

28.  If  at  any  meetin{.;  of  tho  Institute  or  Council,  neither  the 
President  nor  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  be  present,  some  other 
ordinary  member  shall  be  elected  chairman  for  tho  occasion. 

29.  The  President  shall,  if  ho  see  fit,  deliver  at  the  Annual 
Business  Meeting  an  address  to  the  Institute,  reviewing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Institute  during  the  year,  giving  a  short  sketch  of 
the  life  and  scientific  work  of  members  deceased  during  the  year, 
and  treating  such  other  topics  as  he  may  deem  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Institute  and  to  the  promotion  of  its  objects.  1^ 
the  President  do  not  desire  to  deliver  such  an  address,  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  shall  present  a  report  to  the  Institute  on 
the  same  subjects. 

B. — The  Treasurer. 

30.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  proper  account  of  the  income 
and  expenditure  of  the  Institute.  He  shall  submit  his  accounts 
with  vouchers  for  payments  made  by  him,  to  be  audited  once  in 
each  year,  and  shall  produce  tho  account  books  properly  posted 
up,  when  required  by  the  Council.  He  shall  present  to  the  In- 
stitute at  the  Annual  Business  Meeting  a  balance  sheet  and 
report  signed  by  two  auditors.  The  auditors  may  be  elected  at 
any  meeting  of  the  Institute. 

31.  No  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  five  dollars  or  upwards, 
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shall  b')  paid  except  by  order  of  the  Council,  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident or  Vice-President  in  the  Chair,  and  registered  by  the 
Secretary. 

C.  —  Tht  Sfcretarie^. 

32.  It  whall  bo  the  duty  of  the  Uecording  Secretary  to  record 
tho  minutes  of  all  meetings  both  of  the  Institute  and  of  the  (Joun- 
cil,  to  provide  the  President  with  all  required  excerpts  from  such 
minutes,  and  to  issue  all  requisite  notices  to  members  for  tlio 
convening  of  meetings  ur  for  other  purposes.  He  jhall  also  keep 
a  list  of  the  members  with  the  subscriptions  paid  by  thorn,  and 
shall  report  to  the  Council  from  time  to  time  the  arrears  of  each 
member. 

33.  It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  tho  Corresponding  Socrotary  to 
conduct  tho  corre/poidence  of  the  Institute  under  tho  direction 
of  the  President  and  Council,  and  in  the  event  of  the  President's 
being  unwilling  to  deliver  the  annual  address,  to  prepare  tho 
report  referred  to  in  §  29.  He  shall  keep  a  list  of  tho  publica- 
tions received  from  other  societies  or  from  individuals,  and  of 
the  persons  or  societies  to  whom  copies  of  the  Transactions  have 
been  sent. 

D.  —  The  Curator  of  the  Museum  and  Library, 

34.  The  Curator  of  the  Museum  and  Library  shall  have  the 
charge  of  all  the  books,  manuscripts  and  scientific  objects  belong- 
ing to  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  a  regular  catalogue  of  the 
same,  which  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  all  members.  He 
shall  keep  an  account  of  the  issue  and  return  of  all  books  borrowed 
by  members  and  shall  report  to  the  Council  any  damage  done  to 
the  same.  He  shall  prepare  an  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the 
Museum  and  Library  to  be  laid  before  the  Annual  Business 
Meeting  of  the  Institute. 

E.—The  Council. 

35.  The  Council  shall,  subject  to  tho  regulations  for  the  time 
being  of  the  Institute,  have  the  sole  control  and  management  of 
tho  income,  property,  and  affairs  of  the  Institute. 

36.  The  Council  shall  meet,  at  least  once  a  month  during  the 
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sessiou  of  the  Institute,  ten  days  before  the  day  of  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  the  Institute. 

37.  Special  meetings  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  at  such  other 
times  as  the  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
may  appoint,  notice  of  such  meetings  having  been  previously 
sent  to  every  member  of  Council. 

38.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Vi'^e-Presidents, 
shall  summon  a  special  meeting  of  Council  at  any  time,  upon  a 
requisition  to  that  effect  from  five  members  of  Council,  who  in 
the  event  of  his  failure  to  do  so  within  one  week  shall  have  the 
right  to  summon  such  meeting  themselves. 

39.  At  meetings  of  tl.  u  Council  three  members  shall  form  a 
quorum,  and  in  the  case  of  an  equalit}'^  of  votes  the  Chairman 
shall  have  a  second  Oi  casting  vote. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  INSTITUTE. 

40.  The  meetings  of  the  Institute  shall  be  of  three  kinds,  viz  : 

(A.)  Business    meetings,  including   An-nual   and  Special 
Business  meetings. 

(B.)  Ordinary  meetings. 
(C.)  Field  meetings. 

A. — Bttsiness  Meetings, 

41.  The  Annual  Business  Meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  October  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

42.  The  order  of  business  at  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  as 
follows : 

(1.)  Confirmation  of  Minutes  of  last  Business  Meeting. 
(2.)  President's  address  or  Seci-etary's  repoii,   and  business 
arising  therefrom. 

(3.)  Treasurer's  report  and  business  arising  therefrom. 

(4.)  Curator's  report  and  business  arising  therefrom. 

(5.)  Other  Business. 

(6.)  Election  of  ofScers. 

(7.)  Election  of  other  members  of  Council. 

43.  A  Special  Business  Meeting  may  be  Convened  by  the 
President  or  Council  whenever  he  or  they  may  thinu  fit. 
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44.  The  President  shall,  upon  rof'iving  a  requisition  signed  by 
not  less  than  seven  ordinary  n»en)'  rs,  convene  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Institute  within  fourteen  days  from  the  receipt  of  the 
requisition.  Such  requisition  must  state  the  object  for  which  the 
meeting  is  desired.  If  the  President  should  fail  to  convene  such 
meeting  within  the  time  specified  above,  the  said  seven  ordinary 
members  of  the  Institute  shall  haA  e  the  right  to  convene  a  special 
meeting  themselves. 

45.  The  order  of  business  at  a  Special  Business  Meeting  shall 
be  as  follows : 

(1.)  Confirmation  of  minutes  of  last  Business  Meeting. 
(2.)  Special  Business. 

46.  At  least  seven  days  notice  of  any  Business  Meeting,  speci- 
fying the  place,  the  day  and  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  in  the  case 
of  special  business,  the  general  nature  of  such  business,  shall  be 
given  by  circular  to  every  oinlinary  member  resident  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

47.  At  every  Business  Meeting  seven  ordinary  members  shall 
form  a  quorum.  If  at  any  such  meeting  a  quorum  be  not  present 
within  half  an  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  holding  the 
meeting,  the  meeting  shall  be  thereby  adjourned  to  a  date  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Council. 

48.  Every  ordinary  member  shall  at  a  Business  meeting  be 
entitled  to  one  vote.  In  the  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  the 
Chairman  shall  be  entitled  to  a  second  or  casting  vote,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  election  of  an  officer  of  the  Institute. 

B. — Ordina  ry  Meetings. 

49.  An  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Institute  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  each  month  during  the  session  of  the 
Institute,  i.  e.,  from  the  date  of  the  annual  Business  Meeting 
to  the  second  Tuesday  of  May. 

50.  The  order  of  business  at  an  O'iinary  Meeting  shall  be  as 
follows : 

(1.)  Confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  tho  last  Ordinary  I\Ieeting. 
(2.)  Announcement  of  the  election  of  new  members. 
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(3.)  Announcement  of  donations  to  the  Institute. 
(4.)  Reading  and  discussion  of  papers  and  exhibition  of  scien- 
tific specimens  or  instruments. 
(5.)  Special  business. 

51.  At  an  Ordinary  Meeting  three  members  shall  constitute  a 
a  quorum. 

52.  Every  person  who  may  desire  to  bring  a  communication 
before  the  Institute  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  the 
Recording  Secretary,  stating  the  nature  of  the  communication. 
In  all  cases  the  Council  shall  decide  whether  any  paper  .shall  or 
shall  not  be  read. 

53.  No  paper  which  has  previously  been  published  shall  be 
permitted  to  be  read  before  the  Institute. 

54.  All  papers  or  communications  which  have  been  read  before 
the  Institute,  and  which  the  Council  desire  to  publish  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  year,  shall  become  the  property  of  the  Insti- 
tute, except  in  cases  in  which  special  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  author. 

55.  Special  business,  the  discussion  of  which  is  likely  to  require 
but  a  short  time,  may  be  brought  by  the  Council  before  an 
■ordinary  meeting.  Notice  thereof  must  be  given  by  circular  to 
<ill  ordinary  members  who  reside  in  Nova  Scotia.  During  the 
discussion  of  special  business  at  least  seven  ordinary  members 
must  be  present  and  the  regulation  of  §  48  shall  hold. 

C. — Field  Meetings. 

56.  Field  meetings  or  excursions  shall  be  held  at  such  times 
and  places  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  determine. 
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57.  The  Institute  shall  from  time  to  time  publish  its  transac- 
tions and  proceedings.  For  this  purpose  the  Council  shall  select 
from  atiiong  the  papers  and  reports  read,  the  addresses  delivered 
and  .\he  discussions  held  before  the  Institute,  some  to  be  printed 
in  full ;  they  shall  cause  abstracts  to  be  made  of  others  as  they 
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may  see  fit ;  'and  they  shall  superintend   the    printing    and 
publishing  of  the  same. 

58.  No  report  of  any  written  or  oral  communication  made  to, 
or  proceeding  had  by  the  Society  at  any  meeting,  shall  be  pub- 
lished except  under  the  authority  or  by  the  permission  of  the 
Council.  • 

59.  Authors  of  papers  printed  in  full  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
twenty  separate  copies  free  of  expense. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

60.  The  Library  shall  be  open  to  the  public  for  consultation 
at  such  times  as  the  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

61.  All  ordinary  members  shall  have  the  right  to  take  books 
from  the  Library. 

62.  Books  may  be  sent  out  of  the  City  to  members  by  special 
permission  of  the  Council. 

63.  No  member  shall  detain  a  book  more  than  four  weeks  from 
the  time  of  his  taking  it  from  the  Library,  without  re-entry,  or 
more  than  one  week  after  notification  by  the  Librarian  that  the 
same  is  required. 

/ALTERATION  OF  LAWS. 

64.  The  Laws  of  the  Institute  may  be  changed  at  any  Business 
Meeting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  change  have  been  sent,  and 
intimation  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting  made,  to  all 
Ordinary  Members  resident  in  Nova  Scotia,  at  least  fourteen  days 
before  the  date  for  which  such  nioeting  is  called.  For  this  pur- 
pose a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  be 
necessary. 

65.  Prop'>sals  to  change  the  Laws  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Council,  and  the  Council  shall  in  general  decide  whether  or  not 
the  notice  required  by  §  64  shall  be  issued.  But  on  receipt  of  a 
requisition  signed  by  at  least  seven  Ordinary  Members  stating 
their  desire  to  propose  a  specified  change  in  the  Laws,  the  Council 
shall  issue  the  necessary  notice  ;  and  should  they  fail  to  do  so  the 
said  seven  members  shall  have  the  right  to  issue  such  notice 
themselves. 


